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Attending our meeting this month were Garrett Arnold, Paul Cotcher, Leo Dashevskiy, Perry Downen, 
Ken Hicks, Jerry Hulett, Michael Lane, Chris Mobley, Keith Pruitt, and Charlie Wolski.  I think I have 
everybody that was there.  Welcome, Jerry!!  We are glad to have you on board!!  All of you, please 
remember to invite anyone that you think would be interested in our hobby. 
 
 

  http://mountainmodelers.org/ 
 

PHOTO GALLERY:  Some new models have also been added to the model gallery. Be sure to send 
ChrisM pictures of your finished builds at (lizardqing@gmail.com).  We want to be sure everyone can 
see your work.  If you post pictures of your completed models on the forum, he can get them from there. 
 
FORUM:  PLEASE register for our online Club Forum!  There are lots of “in-between-meetings” 
discussions on various topics. It’s also a great way to share information and get questions answered by 
one or more of the other members.  Once you register, you will be approved for GMM “Members Only” 
sections of the Forum.  It is accessible at http://www.mountainmodelers.org/gmm_watercooler/   
 

   
 

*** NEWS FLASH!!! *** 
 

Congratulations to ChrisM!!  He received the… 

IPMS “Webmaster of the Year Award” 
 

Chris could easily be considered our most dedicated 
member…he has put a HUGE amount of time and effort 
into making our website the best in the entire 
organization.  It’s great to see his work recognized in 
this way.  When you come to the meeting on August 

26th, but sure to give him a pat on the back! 



 
 

 
 
 

    
PerryD brought his 1/48 Monogram AC-47, under construction…  …and his 1940 Ford “Al Dykes” stock car…Fonty Flock was the driver. 
 

       
KenH brought his 1/35 155mm Howitzer…he says it’s not finished, but…    PerryD also brought his completed 1/48 Accurate Miniatures SBD-2 
 

   
ChrisM brought his 1/35 Lion Roar Nebelwerfer 42, built for an IPMS Review...and his “in progress” resin 1/35 Fiat AB42 Autoblinda 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

   
KeithP brought his 1/48 Hobbycraft MiG-17F…ChrisM says it looks like frog….       …and a 1/72 Trumpeter F-105G that is for an IPMS Review. 
 
 
 

                                              …July 29, 2008 
 

The Georgia Mountain Modelers regularly meets on the last Tuesday of each month at…  
 

 
 

…in Cumming, Georgia at 7:00pm.  The meetings are informal and visitors are always welcome.  We do suggest 
that each member join the IPMS, as there are great benefits in being a member, but it is NOT a requirement to 
participate in our club or its local activities.  We have a great group of people, with widely varied modeling 
interests, so it is fairly easy to find someone that will share your interests.  Scale modeling is a fun hobby, and we 
wish to share that fun with our friends and neighbors… 
 
 

       
 

The Georgia Mountain Modelers is a Chapter of the International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/Georgia 
Mountain Modelers).  Our club meetings are in a relatively loose, informal, conversational format.  IPMS/USA is 
an organization dedicated to the fun of Scale Modeling.  It was started by Jim Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1963. 
There are now chapters of IPMS all over the world.  Many Local Chapters and Regions sponsor Model Shows & 
Contests every year. You do not have to be a member to attend the shows or our local club meetings.  But, you 
will need to be an IPMS member, in good standing, to enter models in any of the “official” events.  You can join 
at the IPMS/USA website… http://www.ipmsusa.org/index.htm .  Our chapter is a part of IPMS Region 3, you 
can learn more about our region, and the other clubs, at this website… http://ipmsregion3.org/index.html   
 

If you are not an IPMS member, we HIGHLY recommend that you join the organization.  The cost is very small 
($25 per year), and the benefits are too numerous to list!!  The Journal alone is worth it!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The First U.S. Naval Aviator to be Awarded the Medal of Honor in WWII 
 

Behind every major airport name there is a story to be told.  None is more exciting and heroic than the name behind 
Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport.  This airport is named for Lieutenant Commander Edward "Butch" O'Hare, a U.S. 
Navy fighter pilot in World War II. 
 

Edward Henry “Butch” O'Hare was born in St. Louis, Missouri on March 13, 1914.  He graduated from the Western Military 
Academy in 1932, and the following year went on to the United States Naval Academy.  After graduating an Ensign in June 
1937, he served two years on board the battleship USS New Mexico (BB-40), before reporting for flight training. In 1939 he 
started flight training at NAS Pensacola in Florida.  When he finished his naval aviation training on 2 May 1940 he was 
assigned to VF-3, USS Saratoga's fighter squadron.  On January 11, 1942 the Saratoga was damaged by a Japanese torpedo 
while patrolling southwest of Hawaii.  The Saratoga was to spend five months undergoing repairs in the states, so VF-3 
squadron transferred to the USS Lexington (CV-2) on January 31, 1942. 
It was while he was on the Lexington that he made is mark on military history.    On February 20, 1942 his entire squadron 
was deployed on a mission to find and destroy enemy aircraft spotted by radar. After he was airborne, he noticed his fuel 
tanks had not full. He would not have enough fuel to complete his mission so he turned to go back to his ship.  As he was 
returning to the Lexington he spotted a squadron of G4M Betty bombers 12 miles out and on the disengaged side of the task 
force, completely unopposed. The Japanese bombers were headed toward the American fleet.   
 

The Lexington’s fighters had all been dispatched earlier and the fleet was all but defenseless. There was no way O’Hare could 
bring his squadron back in time to defend the fleet. There was only one thing to do. He must do what he could alone to 
protect the fleet.  Flying F4F-3 Wildcat BuNo 4031 "White F-15" O’Hare attacked. 
O'Hare's initial maneuver was a high-side diving attack shooting into the Betty on the right side of the formation. He 
accurately placed bursts of gunfire into the Betty's wing fuel tanks.  The stricken craft abruptly lurched to starboard.  As it did 
he dove to the other side of the V formation and aimed at the enemy bomber on the extreme left. He made his third and fourth 
firing passes managing to shoot down a total of five bombers, and damage a sixth. Threee Japanese planes managed to drop 
their bombs, but all missed the target.   
With his ammunition expended, O'Hare returned to his carrier.  His Wildcat had, in fact, been hit by only one bullet during 
his fight.  A single bullet hole in “White F-15’s port wing disabling the airspeed indicator.  The Wildcat was armed with four 
50-caliber guns with 450 rounds per gun.  This was enough ammunition for about 34 seconds of firing.  Lieutenant 
Commander John Thach, Executive Officer of VF-3, calculated that O'Hare had used only sixty rounds of ammunition for 
each bomber he destroyed; an impressive feat of marksmanship. 
 

This one incident resulted in O’Hare becoming the U.S. Navy's first ace of World War II;  being promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander; and becoming the first naval aviator to be awarded the Medal of Honor.  During his short career as a Navy 
aviator, O’Hare also received  the Navy Cross, a Distinguished Flying Cross with 1 gold star and a Purple Heart.  On 
November 26, 1943 he was leading his squadron on a night intercept mission against a large force of enemy torpedo 
bombers.  His plane was lost in enemy action and never found.  He was just 29 years old.  On November 27, 1944, Butch 
O'Hare was declared dead.  
 

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION: 
 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in aerial combat, at grave risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty, as 
section leader and pilot of Fighting Squadron 3 on 20 February 1942. Having lost the assistance of his teammates, Lt. O'Hare 
interposed his plane between his ship and an advancing enemy formation of 9 attacking twin-engine heavy bombers. Without 
hesitation, alone and unaided, he repeatedly attacked this enemy formation, at close range in the face of intense combined 
machinegun and cannon fire. Despite this concentrated opposition, Lt. O'Hare, by his gallant and courageous action, his 
extremely skillful marksmanship in making the most of every shot of his limited amount of ammunition, shot down 5 enemy 
bombers and severely damaged a sixth before they reached the bomb release point. As a result of his gallant action--one of 
the most daring, if not the most daring, single action in the history of combat aviation--he undoubtedly saved his carrier from 
serious damage. 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Perry Downen for this month’s article.  Please submit your articles to me at pruitt_d@bellsouth.net 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

A “Modeler’s Nightmare” visited me this month.  Most of you know me to be a very positive person, 
with a pretty good outlook on life and our various activities.  This month, I’ve had a hard time hanging 
on to that attitude. 
 
Just before our last meeting, I developed an abscessed tooth.  I can’t remember ever having that much 
pain (and I ran my left thumb through a table saw once).  It took 4 days to get an appointment with a 
dentist, before I could get any relief.  It’s never good when the Dentist says, “I think we can save the 
tooth”.  He couldn’t.  8 days later, after a round of antibiotics, and I was back…and hear “while we’re 
here, let’s take out that wisdom tooth, too”.  OK, another prescription for antibiotics and pain 
medication.  Could it possibly get any worse? Well, yes.  It just so happens that I am allergic to the pain 
medication.  Needless to say, I haven’t felt much like working on models. 
 
Fast forward two weeks, and I’m getting close to normal…whatever that is.  I have a free hour, and 
decide to work on the MiG-17 that I’ve been building.  It’s pretty close to being finished…some touchup 
and final assembly, and it’ll be done!  Here’s where the “Modelers Nightmare” came for a visit.  I spent 
an hour dismantling my hobby room, looking for the missing landing gear door.  Last time I saw it, it 
was sitting pretty in the box with the other 7 doors.  I even emptied the garbage can into the floor, and 
went through that.  In disgust, I boxed up the MiG, and the remaining parts, and put it back on the shelf.  
Down the road, I’ll try to find the time and inclination to scratchbuild a replacement for the missing part. 
 
Now, I’ve got plenty to do…about 4 models currently under construction…but I missed out on that “I’m 
finished with this one” jubilation.  That moment of “Aaaaaaaah…another one completed” will not come 
for a while longer.  I’ll finish it…someday, I know.  And who knows…in the meantime, that missing 
part may actually be found.  But, until then…I’ll climb on that other horse, the one that’s standing right 
there next to the one that I fell off…and I’ll ride it for a while.  Winston Churchill once said, 
“Never…never…never give up”.  Sounds like a Modelers plan to me… 
 
Until next time, keep your glue caps tight! 
Keith 
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This is a listing of the most recent Model Kit and Product reviews that IPMS/Georgia Mountain Modelers members have 
done for IPMS…If you have any questions, contact the member that did the review. 
 
 

PRODUCT REVIEWS 
 

Gator Grip Hobby Glue           ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Products/gator-hobby_glue/gator-hobby_glue.htm 
 

Aires 1/48 F-18 Electronics Bays    July 13, 2008     SteveB 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Details/Aircraft/aires_48/aires_48_fa18-elecbay.htm 
 

Aires 1/48 F-18 Radar Antenna    July 13, 2008     SteveB 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Details/Aircraft/aires_48/aires_48_fa18-rdrant.htm 
 

SKP Models 1/35 British Helmets    July 31, 2008     ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Details/Figures/skp-models_35_brit-helmets/skp-models_35_brit-helmets.htm 
 
 

DECAL REVIEWS 
 
 

KIT REVIEWS 
 

Hasegawa 1/32 Bf-109E Nightfighter         KeithP 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Aircraft/hasegawa_32_bf109e/hasegawa_32_bf109e.htm 
 

Roden 1/72 PaK 40           ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Armor/roden_72_pak40/roden_72_pak40.htm 
 

Academy 1/72 M35           ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Armor/academy_72_m35/academy_72_m35.htm 
 

Hasegawa 1/48 Fw190A-8           PerryD 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Aircraft/hasegawa_48_fw190a8/hasegawa_48_fw190a8.htm 
 

Lion Roar 1/35 Nebelwerfer 42 & Rockets         ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Armor/lion-roar_35_nebelwerfer/lion-roar_35_nebelwerfer.htm 
 

Hasegawa 1/48 A6M2a Zero “China Theatre”  June 16, 2008     KeithP 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Kits/Aircraft/hasegawa_48_zero-china/hasegawa_48_zero-china.htm 
 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Osprey Soviet MiG-15 Aces of the Korean War  July 10, 2008     KeithP 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Books/Historical-Bio/osprey_publ/osprey_mig-aces-korea.htm 
 

Model Arts' 751, WW2 Heavy Tanks & 10.5cm SPG   August 16, 2008     ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Books/Armor/model_art/model-art-fibel_heavy-tanks.htm 
 

Model Arts' 751, WW2 Heavy Tanks & 10.5cm SPG   August 16, 2008     ChrisM 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Books/Armor/model_art/model-art-fibel_heavy-tanks.htm 
 

Midland's Military Aircraft of the 1970s   August 16, 2008     KeithP 
 http://www.ipmsusa2.org/Reviews/Books/Historical-Bio/midland_publishing/midland_military-ac-70s.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

  
Jul 29, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 

Aug 26, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 

Sep 30, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 

Oct 4, 2008  IPMS Region 3 Convention…Huntsville, AL… http://hpmsweb.topcities.com/ 
 

Oct 28, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 

Nov 1, 2008   Robins AFG Museum of Aviation Contest...IPMS/Gen Robert L Scott Chapter...Warner Robins  
   GA... I think we have this on our club website…for additional information, you could email Fred  
   Horky at redvette4@cox.net  
 

Nov 8, 2008   13th Southern Nationals NNL...Smyrna Community Center...Smyrna GA 
   For more information… http://www.acme-ipms.com/2008_nnl.htm  
 

Nov 25, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 

Dec 30, 2008  Georgia Mountain Modelers Meeting…7pm at Hobbytown in Cumming 
 


